
 
PAST PRESIDENTS 
LEADERSHIP RECALL 

Name & Year(s) as President of the ASHRAE-Wichita Chapter. Richard Bowman, 1977-78 

Would you give a brief biographical sketch of your life? (Place of birth, family size, early schooling, higher 
education, employment background outside of the HVAC industry, current family—spouse, children.) 
Wichita, one brother, Wichita Southeast, BA in Business Adm. MBA Wichita State, Graduate of Climate 
Control Institute, Associate Degree Theological Education University of the South, Wife Peg two children. 

What attracted you to engineering and/or the HVAC industry?  
Father owned HVAC firm 
 
What was your first job in the HVAC industry and where did it lead? 
Helper in HVAC firm to promotion to president and owner. Mechanical consultant for the past 14 years. 
 
Describe the industry at that time. What were the challenges that you and your colleagues were facing?  
Everything was done with pencil and paper. 
 
How and when did you get started in ASHRAE?  
1973 Eric Juneman recruited me. 
 
What was your ASHRAE chapter and/or regional and Society experience?  
All of the offices thru president, Regional Treasurer, Assistant Regional Chairman, DRC and currently on 
Nominating Committee and voting member of TC 6.5 
 
What were the major issues facing the industry at that time?  
Transition to CAD 
 
What people in the industry stand out as influences on you?  
Eric Juneman, John Knipp, Ken Stoppel 
 
What events changed the industry?  
Major shift in technology, CAD, computer plasma machines.  
 
What has ASHRAE meant to the industry’s growth?  
Assumed a major role in energy standards and technology. 
 
What advice would you give to a young person entering the HVAC field?  
Attend as many ASHRAE meeting as possible at chapter and national levels. Learn all you can from your 
peers.  
 
Did any humorous events take place during your association with ASHRAE?  
Lot of laughs at the golf outings.  
 
What other interests and/or hobbies do you have?  
Competition Duplicate Bridge, Golf.  
 
Any other comments you would like to make?  
The Wichita Chapter is very strong and has great future.  
 


