
 
PAST PRESIDENTS 
LEADERSHIP RECALL 

Name & Year(s) as President of the ASHRAE-Wichita Chapter.  Mike Chieppo.  1-year (not sure which one, mid-
seventies I believe) 

 
Would you give a brief biographical sketch of your life? (Place of birth, family size, early schooling, higher 
education, employment background outside of the HVAC industry, current family—spouse, children.)    
Born in Muskogee, OK.  Family of wife Susan and daughters Beth & Andrea.  Grew up in Tulsa, OK,  Received 
BSME from Oklahoma State University (Go Cowboys) 

 
What attracted you to engineering and/or the HVAC industry?    
Enjoyed building things as a kid and was good at math so chose mechanical engineering.  Hired by The Trane 
Company on graduation. 
 
What was your first job in the HVAC industry and where did it lead?    
The Trane Company as a sales engineer.  First field office assignment was Wichita, KS in 1971. 
 
Describe the industry at that time. What were the challenges that you and your colleagues were facing?    
Good and hard working people in the industry.  Challenges came in the mid-70s with the oil crisis and cost 
of energy. 
 
How and when did you get started in ASHRAE?    
ASHRAE was and is the engineering organization for the HVAC industry.  I joined in 1971.  
 
What was your ASHRAE chapter and/or regional and Society experience?   
Local chapter experience only.  Succession through the chairs ending in President 
 
What were the major issues facing the industry at that time?    
Energy conservation, Atmospheric Ozone depletion, Energy efficiency of products 
 
What people in the industry stand out as influences on you?    
Bob Moore, John Knipp, Richard Bowman, Hy Hysom, Bob Shrum, Herb Speier, Dean Norris, Mike Dove, 
Gerald Parker, John Moody, Don Vaughn, Dale Maltbie, Chuck Wagner, Bob Peugh, Roger Wiedeman, Gail 
Gwinup, Gene Oswald, the list is long........................  
 
What events changed the industry?   
Introduction of VAV,  Improved energy efficiency of equipment, Screw and rotary compressor development, 
Indoor air quality improvement, Use of computers and computer modeling, Variable Flow Pumping 

 

What has ASHRAE meant to the industry’s growth?    
ASHRAE was the leader for developing the science and engineering behind the HVAC industry. 

 

What advice would you give to a young person entering the HVAC field?    
Whether in design engineering, construction or product representation, the HVAC industry is excellent. 

 

Did any humorous events take place during your association with ASHRAE?    
Many, many humorous events and good times took place with the friends and associates developed over 40 
years in the HVAC industry 
 
What other interests and/or hobbies do you have?    
3Always was a gym rat and outdoor running enthusiast (still am) 
 
 
 



Any other comments you would like to make?    
Wichita, KS was a great place to live and work.  I would not have changed a thing.  Great career (now 
retired). 
 


